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Abstract:
Africa is home to over 2,000 languages from more than six language families 
and has the highest linguistic diversity among all continents. These include 
75 languages with at least one million speakers each. Yet, there is little NLP 
research conducted on African languages. Crucial to enabling such research 
is the availability of high-quality annotated datasets. In this paper, we 
introduce AfriSenti, a sentiment analysis benchmark that contains a total of 
$>$110,000 tweets in 14 African languages (Amharic, Algerian Arabic, 
Hausa, Igbo, Kin-yarwanda, Moroccan Arabic, Mozambican 
Por-tuguese, Nigerian Pidgin, Oromo, Swahili,Tigrinya, Twi, Xitsonga, 
and Yorùbá) from four language families. The tweets were annotated by 
native speakers and used in the AfriSenti-SemEval shared task.
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Abstract:
Online hate is an escalating issue that negatively affects users and disrupts 
online communities, leading to psychological harm and potential offline 
violence. In Africa, efforts to combat this issue are often focused on 
high-profile individuals and rely heavily on manual moderation, 
making them inefficient and impractical for the wider population. African 
languages lack adequate natural language processing (NLP) tools, 
resulting in blanket interventions like content removal based on 
keywords without context consideration. To address these challenges, we 
introduce AfriHate, a comprehensive labeled dataset for identifying hate 
and abusive language in 18 African languages. This dataset will facilitate 
the development of classification models that enhance automatic 
moderation capabilities. It can be utilized by platform owners, 
peacebuilders, community service platforms, and others to foster 
innovation in NLP for African languages.

Annotation Strategy 
- Multi-layer annotation by five annotators per tweet 
- Covers 18 African languages 
- Uses Fleiss kappa for reliability 
- Ensures cultural and context sensitivity

Potential Applications 
● Develop models for automatic moderation 
- Social media platforms - Peacebuilding organizations 
- Community service platforms 
● Supports research in: 
- Sentiment analysis  - Socio-linguistic studies

Impact 
- Enhances NLP resources for African languages 
- Promotes inclusivity and safer online spaces 
- Supports linguistic diversity and understanding 
- Lays foundation for future NLP advancementsFunded by
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